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 Local Car Shows and Cruise-Ins in the San Gabriel Valley

March 3, 2024   - 5:00 am - 2:00 pmPomona Swap Meet & Classic Car Show
    Pomona Fairplex, 1101 W. McKinley Ave, Pomona, CA

March 3, 2024   - 8:00 am - 11:00 amSo Cal Variety Cars & Coffee
      Bert’s Mega Mall, 1151 N. Azusa Ave, Covina, CA

 March 16, 2024  - 7:30 am - 9:30 amCal-Rods Saturday Morning Car Corral 
    O’Reilly Auto Parts, 501 N. Azusa Ave, Covina, CA

  March 20, 2024 - 5:00 pm - Dark8th Annual Vintage Rides Cruise-In At The Boat 
    Clearman’s Galley, 7215 Rosemead Blvd, San Gabriel, CA

GEORGE T. EDWARDS, Foothill Region Director 2024

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

DIRECTOR
George Edwards
1632 Iron Horse Circle
Colton  CA 92324
(909) 213-2140 
gewire@yahoo.com

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Jim Karras
829 E. Van Bibber Ave
Orange  CA 92866
(714) 336-0212

TREASURER
Sabrina Karras
829 E. Van Bibber Ave
Orange  CA 92866
(714) 287-4757

SECRETARY
Rosie Garcia
16368 Marvene Drive
Hacienda Heights  CA  91745
(626) 332-2086

TOUR DIRECTOR
Ray Garcia
16368 Marvene Drive
Hacienda Heights  CA  91745
(626) 332-2086

WEBSITE - www.frvcca.org

WEBMASTER
Jim Karras
jimkarras@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Sabrina Karras
829 E. Van Bibber Ave
Orange  CA 92866
(714) 287-4757

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Sabrina Karras
(714) 287-4757
sabrinakarras@aol.com

VCCA AREA #1 BOARD MEMBER
Dean Echols
2049 N Mohave Street
Chino Valley  AZ  86323
(928) 710-4325
deanechols38@gmail.com

2024 REGION OFFICERS

The So Cal Region VCCA hosted a tour of the "Kent Browning Collection" in 
February that we joined. I hope that everyone enjoyed the tour. The collection 
showcases Corvettes from 1957 to 1977. What a very interesting collection. I did take 
a few pictures. Look for them in this edition of the Classic Clatter. Yes, we are having 
another tour that our region is hosting on March 9th to the NHRA museum  in 
Pomona. Yes, we are starting out this year going on tours! Plus the All Cal. Meeting 
in May. I will be out of town for our upcoming meeting at Marie Callender’s on 
March 2nd, but Jim Karras will lead it in my absence. We hope to see you there.     

Take care and be safe, 

George Edwards, Director 
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Chevrolet Answers the Ford LTD: The 1965 Impala Caprice

In February of 1965, Chevrolet clapped back at the new Ford LTD with its own value-prced luxury car, the Impala 
Caprice Custom Sedan.

In the mid-1960s, the Chevrolet division of General Motors could be seen 
as downright greedy. In these years, the Chevy brand alone accounted for 
one-quarter of all the new cars sold in the United States. The mission at 
Chevrolet, it seemed, was that every man and woman in America should 

be driving one. No stones were left 
unturned.

So when Ford rolled out its Galaxie LTD for the beginning of the ’65 model 
year, division generaral manager Semon “Bunkie” Knudsen quickly decided 
that Chevrolet should have a piece of this new value-luxury category as 
well. Chevrolet’s answer to the LTD, the Impala Caprice Custom Sedan, 
made its debut in February of 1965 at the Chicago Auto Show.

The Caprice model would later become a mainstay at Chevrolet, but for the mid-1965 introduction it was strictly 
an option package, and available only on the Impala V8 Sport Sedan, a 
four-door pillarless hardtop  On top of the $2,850 Impala base price, The 
$210 option (RPO Z18) provided an extensive list of upgrades. They 
included a heavier-gauge, reinforced perimeter frame, stiffer springs and 
dampers, and SS-style wheel covers. For the interior and exterior, there 
were emblems that declared “Caprice by Chevrolet” and featured the three 
lilies of the fleur-de-lys. 

The focus of the Caprice, however, was on the cabin, created by GM’s 
talanted designer Blaine Jenkins, whose credits included the 1963 Sting Ray 
and the Corvair Monza interiors. Available in three colors (Light Fawn, 
Medium Blue, and Black), the ensemble included real wood veneer for the 
doors and instrument panel, premium upholstery with a button-tufted 
rectangle theme, and a fold-down center armrest in the rear seat.

Both Motor Trend (June ’65) and Car Life (July ’65) tested the Caprice, and 
while the Motor Trend editors seemed most interested in the optional 396 
cubic-inch V8, also new for mid-’65, the Car Life staffers were impressed 
with the sedan’s road manners. They declared the luxury cruiser superior 
in handling to the Impala Super Sport they tested in March, with less 
chassis flex and noise and improved pitch and squat management.

The Caprice was a solid seller from the start at around 40,000 units in ’65—not bad for a mid-year introduction 
(though Ford sold 105,000 LTDs in its full year). A coupe with an exclusive formal roof was added in ’66, as the 
Caprice became a stand-alone model and the flagship of the division’s full-sized line. With a few interruptions, 
and some excursions to Australia, South Africa, and the Middle East markets, there was a Caprice in the 
Chevrolet lineup through 2017.

Article by MCG posted February 24, 2024 at https://www.macsmotorcitygarage.com/chevrolet-answers-the-ford-ltd-the-1965-impala-caprice/
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Meeting This Month!
Saturday, March 2nd at 8:30 am

Marie Callender’s Restaurant
1175 E. Alosta Avenue, Azusa, CA 91702

Off the 210 Fwy - Grand Ave. exit on the corner of Historic 
Route 66/Alosta & Barranca Ave. on the north side of the street

Foothill Meeting Minutes – February 3, 2024

The February meeting was brought to order at 8:37 a.m. by Director George Edwards.  Members 
in attendance were: Sabrina Karras, Ray Garcia, Rosie Garcia, and Dale Wallace.  

No correspondence to share.

Treasurer's Report: Given by Sabrina Karras, with $240 income from membership dues, and 
expenses of $70 to So Cal Region for Christmas Party, and $344.58 for charter renewal.  Motion 
to accept report was made and approved.

Membership Report: Given by Sabrina Karras, with 10 paid families in 2024.  Motion to accept 
report was made, and approved.
   

Past Tours: None
  

Upcoming Tours:  Tour the Kent Browning Collection on Saturday, February 24, 2024, hosted by 
So Cal Region VCCA.  Members are encouraged to attend this private collection of amazing cars!

Area 1 tour to the NHRA MotorSports Museum, on Saturday, March 9, 2024 hosted by Foothill 
Region VCCA.  We will have a short Region meeting at breakfast prior to the tour, at Norm's 
Hangar Coffee Shop at 9:00 a.m. The Museum is located at 1101 McKinley Avenue, Pomona, CA 
91768.

So Cal sponsored tour to the Flight Path Museum in Los Angeles, by LAX, on Saturday, March 
20. 

 Possible future tour to the Petersen Museum, date to be determined.

Reminder to register for the All Cal on May 1-3, 2024 in Galt, California, near Sacramento.
  

Old Business:  none at this time.

New Business: none at this time.

Car parts wanted: none

Meeting was adjourned at 9:39 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by Rosie Garcia, 2024 Secretary
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George & Jeanette Aust (626) 963-7842 austhaus8@gmail.com Glendora

Al & Karen Bafford (626) 443-6907 __________________ El Monte

Duane & Virginia Conner (626) 824-0480 duane.conner@yahoo.com Glendora

Gilbert & Letty Dominguez (626) 338-2086 dominguezfam@aol.com West Covina

George T. Edwards (909) 213-2140 gewire@yahoo.com Colton

Roger & Carol Felix (626) 358-5232 rogerfelixsr@gmail.com Monrovia

Jean Fink (626) 963-0202 finkprint@verizon.net Glendora

Ray & Rosie Garcia (626) 333-2086 muchosgarcias@yahoo.com Hacienda Heights

Ray Jr. & Ana Garcia (626) 602-6703 fastfirehawks@aol.com Diamond Bar

Christina Jones (310) 283-6438 ccr.christieb@gmail.com San Gabriel

James & Sabrina Karras  (714) 287-4757 jimkarras@aol.com Orange
  sabrinakarras@aol.com

Steve Knickelbein & Julie (626) 840-0404 nickel1@pacbell.net Pasadena

William & Lotus Louie (323) 222-5092 __________________ Los Angeles

Pat & Deb McGowen (909) 629-2459 mcg23@verizon.net Pomona

Tom Meleo (559) 568-0829 __________________ Lindsay

Judy Mule' (909) 234-3209 judyamarie@hotmail.com Rancho Cucamonga

Chris & Lela Oaks (760) 948-3506 kener999@hotmail.com Phelan

Carmine & Gloria Palazzo (818) 762-6615 palglo@aol.com North Hollywood

David Reader (909) 627-3241 __________________ Chino

Thomas & Jill Shubin (562) 923-1943 __________________ Downey

Don & Carol Troyer (626) 340-8872 dtroyer67@gmail.com Alhambra

Dale Wallace (909) 987-6171 daleawoodman@gmail.com Rancho Cucamonga

Bill Zappen (626) 447-3994 bzappen@aol.com Arcadia

Celine & Luis Zarza (626) 602-6702 craftyzarza@aol.com Chino

2024 FOOTHILL REGION

MEMBERSHIP

Friendly Reminder! 
2024 dues payments are past due!

Mail check to: Foothill Region
829 E. Van Bibber Ave, Orange, CA 92866

If your name is in BOLD than your dues are paid for 2024

DUES STILL ONLY $15
Checks made payable to:
FOOTHILL REGION VCCA
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REMINDER
FOOTHILL
MEETING

REMINDER
FOOTHILL
MEETING

SUNDAY           MONDAY           TUESDAY         WEDNESDAY      THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY                                                        

SUNDAY           MONDAY          TUESDAY       WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY          FRIDAY           SATURDAY                                                        

APRIL 2024

                                                                              1             2             

 3             4              5             6             7              8             9             

 10           11            12           13           14            15           16           

 17           18            19           20           21            22           23           

 24           25            26           27           28            29           30           

MARCH 2024

Dale Wallace 
Birthday

NHRA Motorsports 
Museum Tour 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Cal-Rods Saturday
Morning Car Corral

7:30 - 9:30 am
Pat McGowan 

Birthday

Marie Callenders Azusa
8:30 am

Marie Callenders Azusa
8:30 am

Chris Oaks Birthday

31

St. Patrick’s Day

Daylight Savings
Time Begins

Sabrina Karras
Birthday

                1              2             3              4             5              6              

 7             8              9             10            11           12            13           

 14           15            16           17            18           19            20           

 21            22           23          25           26            27            24            

 28           29            30

Jim & Sabrina 
Karras Anniversary

Celine & Luis Zarza
Anniversary

So Cal Variety Cars 
& Coffee Covina
8:00 - 11:00 am

Pomona Swap Meet
5:00 am - 2:00 pm

Flight Path Museum 
Tour - Los Angeles
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
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