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GEORGE T. EDWARDS, Foothill Region Director 2023
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DIRECTOR
George Edwards
1632 Iron Horse Circle
Colton  CA 92324
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gewire@yahoo.com

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Roger Felix
242 Linwood Avenue
Monrovia  CA  91016
(626) 358-5232

TREASURER
Sabrina Karras
829 E. Van Bibber Ave
Orange  CA 92866
(714) 633-8210

SECRETARY
Rosie Garcia
16368 Marvene Drive
Hacienda Heights  CA  91745
(626) 332-2086

TOUR DIRECTOR
Ray Garcia
16368 Marvene Drive
Hacienda Heights  CA  91745
(626) 332-2086

WEBSITE - www.frvcca.org

WEBMASTER
Jim Karras
jimkarras@aol.com
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Sabrina Karras
829 E. Van Bibber Ave
Orange  CA 92866
(714) 633-8210

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Sabrina Karras
(714) 633-8210
sabrinakarras@aol.com

VCCA AREA #1 BOARD MEMBER
Dean Echols
2049 N Mohave Street
Chino Valley  AZ  86323
(928) 710-4325
deanechols38@gmail.com

2023 REGION OFFICERS

Happy May everyone!! Yes, it is May already!! We had a great time at the Lions Museum. 
It has a lot of the history of drag racing in Long Beach. Yes, I took a lot of pictures. I have to 
thank everyone that supported our tour. Today was a wonderful day to be out and 
about. This is old business. The new business is the All-Cal Meet in Oxnard, CA from May 4-
7. Maybe next year I can go to All-Cal. All of the car shows are coming back on track. You 
can see a lot of them on SoCalCarCulture.com.  Now people are going out to support 
them again.  We have our meeting Saturday, May 6th. I look forward to seeing everyone 
there.

Regards,

George Edwards, Director 



Downsizing the Bow Tie: 1977 Chevrolet Impala and Caprice

For 1977, big changes came to Chevrolet in the form of a much smaller car.  When the  1977 Chevrolet 
and Caprice were introduced in September of 1976, General Motors was the largest carmaker in the 
world, and Chevrolet was its largest division. GM was an 
aircraft carrier of a company, where changes were usually 
cautious and incremental. But for ’77, Chevrolet made 
arguably the biggest change to its full-size cars since 1955. 
Mainly, they were now a lot smaller.

As part of GM’s B-body family, which included Buick LeSabre, 
Olds 88, and Pontiac Catalina, the Impala/Caprice was given a 
dramatic downsizing, largely in response to tighter fuel 
economy standards. A reported $600 million was invested in 
Project 77, a four-year GM program to shrink all the full-size 
passenger cars down to a more efficient size.

The ’77 package was nearly a foot shorter and a full 700 lbs 
lighter than the ’76 full-sized Chevys. In fact, the new B-car 
shared the same wheelbase as the intermediate-size Chevelle 
at 116 inches, and it  was actually a bit shorter overall than the 
Monte Carlo. The Chevelle and Monte Carlo would get their 
own downsizing the following year.

The new package was actually slightly taller to maximize 
interior room, but the exterior  design was clean and crisp with 
a minimum of ornamentation. There were no more pillarless 
hardops; the body styles were limited to a two-door post coupe, 
a four-door sedan, and a wagon.  All three were available in 
Impala or Caprice Classic trim levels, with the latter offering an 
upgraded interior, a little more trim, and a fancier front end 
treatment.  One winning feature on the coupes (above) was a 
distinctive backlite with folded glass using the PPG Hot Bent 
Wire process, which was also employed on the Olds Toronado 
XS.

While the ’77 Impala/Caprice retained GM’s traditional body-
on-frame construction and conventional coil-spring suspension 
on all four corners, the chassis tuning was remarkably 
improved, and the critics raved about the ride and handling. 
(The major weight reduction no doubt helped, too.) Car and 
Driver gave special praise to the optional F41 handling 
package, while Motor Trend named the Caprice Classic its Car 
of the Year.

As if to seal the deal for car buyers, Chevrolet offered its 
familiar range of trusty sixes and V8s, topped by a 350 CID 
small-block V8 with 170 hp. The Chevy division surely got  
something  right, as full-sized sales for ’77 increased 38 percent 
over the previous year. And the same basic platform and package were successfully continued through 
1990, and with new exterior sheet metal, all the way through 1996.

Article posted November 29. 2022 at https://macsmotorcitygarage.com/downsizing-the-bow-tie-1977-chevrolet-impala-and-caprice/







Meeting This Month!
Saturday, May 6th at 8:30 am

Marie Callender’s Restaurant
1175 E. Alosta Avenue, Azusa, CA 91702

Off the 210 Fwy - Grand Ave. exit on the corner of Historic 
Route 66/Alosta & Barranca Ave. on the north side of the street

Foothill Meeting Minutes - April 1, 2023

The April meeting was brought to order at 9:35 a.m. by Director, George Edwards.  George welcomed 
Rivers Jacque, guest and prospective new member, and Dale Wallace, new member, to the Foothill 
meeting.  Assistant Director, Roger Felix, was absent due to illness, as were Jim and Sabrina Karras.

Motion to accept March minutes was made, and approved.

No correspondence to share.
 

Treasurer's Report was given by Rosie Garcia, for Sabrina Karras, treasurer.  Motion to accept report 
was made, and approved.
 

Membership Report Rosie Garcia reported, in Sabrina's absence: 18 current families, with 14 paid, and 
reminders for membership dues sent out.
   

Past Tour none.
  

Upcoming Tour Area 1 Lions Automobilia Foundation Museum, hosted by Southern California Region 
VCCA, on Saturday, April 22, 2023, from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm.  Please contact Sabrina Karras for 
ticket purchase and information.  Members will caravan, as a group, to Spires Restaurant for lunch, 
after the tour. All VCCA members are encouraged to support this tour.

Old Business  none.

New Business  reminder to register for the All Cal in Oxnard, Ventura County, on May 4-7, 2023.
 

Car parts wanted: right side tail light assembly for 1935 4-door, Standard Sedan, that 
connects/mounts to bumper bracket.  Please contact Dale Wallace: (909) 987-6171

Meeting was adjourned at 10:16 a.m.
Respectfully submitted by  
Rosie Garcia, 2023 Secretary





George & Jeanette Aust (626) 963-7842 austhaus1@gmail.com Glendora
Al & Karen Bafford (626) 443-6907 __________________ El Monte

Christina Brehove (310) 283-6438 ccr.christieb@gmail.com San Gabriel

Duane & Virginia Conner (626) 824-0480 Duane.conner@yahoo.com Glendora

Gilbert & Letty Dominguez (626) 338-2086 dominguezfam@aol.com West Covina

George T. Edwards (909) 874-0277 gewire@yahoo.com Colton

Roger & Carol Felix (626) 358-5232 rogerfelixsr@gmail.com Monrovia

Jean Fink (626) 963-0202 finkprint@verizon.net Glendora

Ray & Rosie Garcia (626) 333-2086 muchosgarcias@yahoo.com Hacienda Heights

Ray Jr. & Ana Garcia (626) 602-6703 fastfirehawks@aol.com Diamond Bar

James & Sabrina Karras  (714) 633-8210 jimkarras@aol.com Orange
  sabrinakarras@aol.com

Steve Knickelbein & Julie (626) 840-0404 nickel1@pacbell.net Pasadena

William & Lotus Louie (323) 222-5092 __________________ Los Angeles

Pat & Deb McGowen (909) 629-2459 mcg23@verizon.net Pomona

Tom Meleo (559) 568-0829 __________________ Lindsay

Judy Mule' (909) 234-3209 judyamarie@hotmail.com Rancho Cucamonga

Chris & Lela Oaks (760) 948-3506 kener999@hotmail.com Phelan

Carmine & Gloria Palazzo (818) 762-6615 palglo@aol.com North Hollywood

David Reader (909) 627-3241 __________________ Chino

Thomas & Jill Shubin (562) 923-1943 __________________ Downey

Don & Carol Troyer (626) 340-8872 dtroyer67@gmail.com Alhambra

Dale & Lilia Wallace (909) 987-6171  Rancho Cucamongadaleawoodman@gmail.com

Bill Zappen (626) 447-3994 bzappen@aol.com Arcadia

Hazel Zaricor (562) 461-0826 hazelzar@aol.com Bellflower

Celine & Luis Zarza (626) 602-6702 craftyzarza@aol.com Chino

2023 FOOTHILL REGION

MEMBERSHIP

Friendly Reminder! 2023 dues 
payments are past due!

Mail check to: Foothill Region
829 E. Van Bibber Ave, Orange, CA 92866

If your name is in BOLD than your dues are paid for 2023

DUES STILL ONLY $15
Checks made payable to:
FOOTHILL REGION VCCA
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Deb McGowan
Birthday

All Cal Meet

Dale & Lilia Wallace
Anniversary




