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2023 REGION OFFICERS

 "HAPPY AUGUST!" In July we had a very nice get together at Legends Diner in Glendora. 
We may have another get together very soon! As normal with the "Hot August Nights" 
there are car shows in the morning called "Coffee and Donuts" shows.  In the afternoon 
they are called "Hamburgers & Hot Dogs".  There is a lot going on now that we can go out 
and support. I look forward to seeing you all at Marie Callender's in Azusa for our monthly 
meeting on Saturday, August 5th.  I hope everyone is doing well. 

Take care and be safe, 

George Edwards, Director 



The Phantom 1958 Corvette Retractable Hardtop

Francis Scott’s one-of-one ’58 Corvette retractable wasn’t exactly a factory prototype, but it was an inside job. 
Here’s the story behind the story.

For years, stories about an unusual retractable hardtop circulated 
through the Corvette collector world like urban folklore. There were 
tales of a production 1958 Corvette, but with a hardtop that 
retracted into the trunk like a Ford Skyliner. Experts who had seen 
the oddball Vette reported that from the factory-like workmanship, 
it must be some rare prototype that had somehow escaped into the 
wild. Sightings were random and conflicting: The retractable was 
seen around Detroit, then Florida. It was white. No, black. No, it 
was white with red coves. Some versions of the legend claimed 
there was not one, but three Corvette retractables.

As it turns out, there was such a car—just one. Though it wasn’t a 
factory project, we can forgive the experts for being fooled. The car 
was built by a General Motors stylist, but not in GM’s studios. 
Francis H. Scott created the Corvette retractable in his living room.

Scott couldn’t afford the new Corvette he wanted on his 
GM salary—base price at the time was around $3600. But 
he had plenty of experience with clay modeling and with 
fiberglass layup (“dirty, nasty work,” as he remembered it) 
working as a sculptor in the GM Styling Section. In late 
1958, Scott purchased a wrecked and written-off ’58 
Corvette from an insurance company for $900. With the 
windshield removed, the shattered body shell fit sideways 
through the front door of his home and into his living 
room, where he set to work rebuilding it.

Scott’s original plan was simply to repair the Corvette. The 
idea for the retractable roof came once he got 
started—pure serendipity, the result of his cramped work 
area. With the entire rear body area laid open for repair, 
he discovered that the Corvette’s lift-off hardtop stowed 
neatly in the trunk. Eureka!

For his retracting mechanism, Scott borrowed from the 
much more complicated Skyliner, adapting the latches, 
one of the lock motors and two drive cables, parts he 
picked up at the local Ford dealer. The top itself traveled 
back and then down on hinged fiberglass tracks of his own 
design.



Nearly all the fabrication work, including the rear window 
frame, was done in fiberglass, working from clay patterns and 
molds. Scott explained, “I didn’t have the facilities or 
experience to make it out of metal, so the clay-fiberglass 
method was used.” Scott made no plan drawings, simply 
engineered the design as he went along, and the result is 
simple, elegant and exceedingly clever.

The same might not be said for the awkward trunk blisters 
required to provide clearance for the top in the stowed 
position: They oddly recall the 1958 Thunderbird. In his 
defense Scott would later say, “I wish I had done something different in that area. GM spends thousands of 
man-hours moving clay around because they don’t hit the target the first time either.” Ironically, Scott’s 
retractable top may have been a perfect fit under the square deck of the 1961-62 Corvettes.

Scott was awarded patent No. 3,180,677 for his hinged track design, which he assigned to General Motors for 
one dollar, per corporate policy. But management expressed no interest in Scott’s concept whatsoever. One day 
Styling VP Bill Mitchell encountered the retractable in the 
Tech Center parking lot, circled it once, said “I’ll be damned,” 
and walked away.

Scott used the Corvette as daily transportation to and from 
the Tech Center for almost six years, then traded it for a full-
sized Chevrolet. A man of many talents, Scott was playing in 
a local band and needed room for his ax. “If you’ve ever 
carried as bass fiddle in a Corvette you can imagine the problem,” he said.

The Corvette then disappeared from view, except for the occasional sightings that fed the rumors. It spent 
some time in Florida, was repainted at least once, from black 
to a flashy white-and-red two-tone, and eluded capture until 
1989. The retractable was then purchased by Corvette guru 
Terry Michaelis, who treated it to a 1400-hour, frame-off 
restoration in 1994.

Scotty, as the retractable is known in honor of its creator, 
then went on display in Michaelis’ showroom at Pro Team 
Corvette Sales in Napoleon, Ohio. While the retractable is for 
sale like the 200 other Corvettes on hand, company 
spokesperson Beth Landis said, “Scotty is really more like 
part of the family here.”

Another version of this story by MCG originally appeared in 
the May 22, 2000 issue of AutoWeek magazine. In 2005, the 
Corvette retractable went on the auction block at Barrett-Jackson, where it sold for $340,200. Today the car 
resides in the collection of mega-car dealer, NASCAR team owner, and collector Rick Hendrick. 

Article by MCG posted August 12, 2014 at https://www.macsmotorcitygarage.com/th-phantom-1958-corvette-
retractable/?fbclid=IwAR3ASpnJrs4zijY6PNNuIiys21DJwPfRBUQ7BHZmbGtbW0GxLhvcimdp0pQ





Meeting This Month!
Saturday, August 5th at 8:30 am

Marie Callender’s Restaurant
1175 E. Alosta Avenue, Azusa, CA 91702

Off the 210 Fwy - Grand Ave. exit on the corner of Historic 
Route 66/Alosta & Barranca Ave. on the north side of the street





George & Jeanette Aust (626) 963-7842 austhaus1@gmail.com Glendora
Al & Karen Bafford (626) 443-6907 __________________ El Monte

Christina Brehove (310) 283-6438 ccr.christieb@gmail.com San Gabriel

Duane & Virginia Conner (626) 824-0480 Duane.conner@yahoo.com Glendora

Gilbert & Letty Dominguez (626) 338-2086 dominguezfam@aol.com West Covina

George T. Edwards (909) 874-0277 gewire@yahoo.com Colton

Roger & Carol Felix (626) 358-5232 rogerfelixsr@gmail.com Monrovia

Jean Fink (626) 963-0202 finkprint@verizon.net Glendora

Ray & Rosie Garcia (626) 333-2086 muchosgarcias@yahoo.com Hacienda Heights

Ray Jr. & Ana Garcia (626) 602-6703 fastfirehawks@aol.com Diamond Bar

James & Sabrina Karras  (714) 633-8210 jimkarras@aol.com Orange
  sabrinakarras@aol.com

Steve Knickelbein & Julie (626) 840-0404 nickel1@pacbell.net Pasadena

William & Lotus Louie (323) 222-5092 __________________ Los Angeles

Pat & Deb McGowen (909) 629-2459 mcg23@verizon.net Pomona

Tom Meleo (559) 568-0829 __________________ Lindsay

Judy Mule' (909) 234-3209 judyamarie@hotmail.com Rancho Cucamonga

Chris & Lela Oaks (760) 948-3506 kener999@hotmail.com Phelan

Carmine & Gloria Palazzo (818) 762-6615 palglo@aol.com North Hollywood

David Reader (909) 627-3241 __________________ Chino

Thomas & Jill Shubin (562) 923-1943 __________________ Downey

Don & Carol Troyer (626) 340-8872 dtroyer67@gmail.com Alhambra

Dale & Lilia Wallace (909) 987-6171  Rancho Cucamongadaleawoodman@gmail.com

Bill Zappen (626) 447-3994 bzappen@aol.com Arcadia

Hazel Zaricor (562) 461-0826 hazelzar@aol.com Bellflower

Celine & Luis Zarza (626) 602-6702 craftyzarza@aol.com Chino

2023 FOOTHILL REGION

MEMBERSHIP

Friendly Reminder! 2023 dues 
payments are past due!

Mail check to: Foothill Region
829 E. Van Bibber Ave, Orange, CA 92866

If your name is in BOLD than your dues are paid for 2023

DUES STILL ONLY $15
Checks made payable to:
FOOTHILL REGION VCCA
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Chris & Lela Oaks
Anniversary

Carmine & Gloria
Palazzo Anniversary

Christina Brehove 
Birthday

Ray Garcia, Jr.
Birthday

Gilbert & Letty 
Dominguez Anniversary

Jeanette Aust
Birthday

Carmine Palazzo
Birthday

Ana Garcia Birthday Jean Fink Birthday




