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2022 REGION OFFICERS

"HAPPY MARCH" This should be a fun month.  We start out with 
"Daylight Savings Time". Then St. Patrick's Day. That day we can 
party all day long. The First Day of Spring is here. We have to work 
on our plants to get ready for summer. That means Car Shows, 
Automobile and Motorcycle Races. Yes, there are a lot of activities 
going on this month. Take Care and be Safe,

George Edwards

Director  



Bow-Tie Revolution: The 1955 Chevrolet
The 1955 Chevrolet is celebrated today for its revolutionary V8 engine, but in fact, the entire 
car was an important leap forward for GM’s best-selling car brand.

When the 1955 Chevrolet was introduced to the 
assembled press at the General Motors Milford 
Proving Ground on October 12, 1954, it was 
described (yawn) as “all new,” but in this case, for 
once, the public relations people weren’t stretching 
the truth even a little. This car truly was all new. The 
fact was that Chevrolet’s engineering had grown 
dated by the early ’50s, and the updates were a 
welcome change. As hard as this would be to 
imagine a few years later, Chevrolets before 1955 
were not known for their performance or advanced design.

The numerous improvements included a new box-
section frame, redesigned front and rear suspension, 
tubeless tires, and a 12-volt ignition system—a 
necessary upgrade to support the high-compression 
265 CID V8. As we know, it was the exciting new V8 that 
came to dominate the Chevrolet story for 1955. But 
actually, there were a number of interesting 
developments that are worth a closer look.

This view of the undercarriage above shows off 
the new ladder frame, which used sturdy box-
section rails from front to rear. Meanwhile, a set 
of 14 carefully calibrated rubber body mounts 
tied the chassis and body together while 
isolating the passenger compartment from road 
shocks and noise. But if you look more closely at 
the illustration, you may notice something 
unusual: The frame has no crossmembers 
between the front and rear. Where did they go?

In this new Chevy, the cowl and firewall assembly 
doubled as the center frame crossmember, as shown 
above. A heavy-gauge stamping of double-wall steel 
construction that formed a natural arch, the cowl 
assembly added rigidity to the frame and to the front 
of the body structure as well. Chevy engineers called 
this piece a “plenum” because it also housed an 
integrated heater and air-conditioning unit, a feature 

introduced at GM by Pontiac in 1954. The unitized packaging allowed Chevrolet to offer 
optional air-conditioning at a more realistic price ($565) for a car in the low-priced field. 
Previous factory A/C systems used a bulky and costly trunk-mounted evaporator unit.



There was no transmission crossmember, 
either. Instead, the engine and transmission 
were supported by a tuned rubber mounting 
system at the front of the block and the sides 
of the bell housing (above). This allowed the 
engine to roll on its natural axis of rotation a 
limited amount rather than transmitting the 
rough motions into the chassis structure. In this 
regard it was similar to Chrysler’s Floating 
Power system of the 1930s. And with the 
transmission supported at the bell housing 
and free at the tail housing, its noise and 
vibration were isolated from the passenger 

cabin as well. All ’55-’57 Chevrolets used this  mounting system in all engine and transmission 
combinations, six and V8. Convertible models employed a familiar X-member in the frame 
for added chassis rigidity.

In another major departure from traditional 
Chevrolet practice, the ’55 chassis 
abandoned the tried-and-true torque-tube 
driveline, adopting Hotchkiss drive with an 
open propeller shaft and Hooke’s joints front 
and rear. The modernized setup offered 
improved wheel control and reduced 
driveline noise. Meanwhile, the rear leaf 
springs were moved outboard from the 
frame rails and the shock absorbers were 
splayed out as far as possible as well. This 
design, which the Chevy marketing folks 
branded “Outrigger Suspension,” offered 
increased roll resistance but without 
stiffening the spring rates and thus making the ride suffer.

The front suspension was thoroughly overhauled as well, with upper and lower ball joints 
replacing the previous kingpin setup and the 
addition of a new recirculating-ball steering gear. 
Chevy engineers also took the opportunity at this 
point to dial a sizable amount of anti-dive into the 
front suspension geometry (above) to improve 
driver control under deceleration and braking. 
While seemingly subtle, these details front and 
rear provided a major improvement in the car’s 
handling. (And they may help to explain how the 
’55-’57 Chevy chassis became a favorite on the 
short-track stock-car scene for decades.) While 

the new ’55 Chevy V8 engine was a hot performer, the new chassis was a performer, too. 
And it didn’t take long for the news to spread that Chevrolet was now in the performance 
car business.

Article originally posted May 5, 2021 at https://www.macsmotorcitygarage.com/bow-tie-revolution-the-1955-chevrolet/





Bill Reese
1929 - 2022

Longtime VCCA member Bill Reese passed away this month.  Bill served 
the Foothill Region well as Director from 2005-2009.  He was a friend to 
all and will be missed.  His daughter Heather posted the following:  

“It is with such a heavy heart that I share the news of my dad's passing. 
Bill Reese left us on Thursday for his heavenly home with Jesus, just shy 
of his 93rd birthday. While my heart is broken in ten million pieces, we 
have so much comfort in knowing he was not afraid and was ready to 
meet his Savior. He passed peacefully with his family by his side. There's 
nothing I could possibly write here to adequately capture the love I have 
for my dad, and the immense gratitude I feel for the time we had here 
on earth with him. So many incredible adventures, so many powerful 
words of encouragement, so many precious moments forever etched in 
my heart. And what a beautiful blessing that he captured so many of 
them in a book about his life that he just completed in December (nearly 
500 pages). We'll plan to celebrate his extraordinary life in the months 
ahead, and I'll be sure to share the details.”

Do you Remember?
These comics were printed in past issues of the Generator & Distributor.

A true blast from the past!

December 1967 G & D
March 1967 G & D



DIRECTOR

1977 Ray Waldbum

1978 Marvin Imm

1979 Bob Hassinger

1980 Bob Hassinger

1981 Dennis Fink

1982 Dennis Fink

1983 Jim Holt

1984 George Reeley

1985 Jean Fink

1986 Dick Dennis

1987 Dennis Murray

1988 Roger Felix

1989 Ernie Moffatt

1990 George Aust

1991 Dennis Murray

1992 Jean Fink

1993 Jean Fink

1994 Don Gardner

1995 Jean Fink

1996 Don Gardner

1997 Jean Fink

1998 Joe Zappen

1999 Bill Zappen

2000 Don Gardner

2001 George Edwards

2002 Tracy Gage

2003 Roger Bolton

2004 Paul Porner

2005 Bill Reese

2006 Bill Reese

2007 Bill Reese

2008 Bill Reese

2009 Bill Reese

2010 Alonso Guerrero

2011 Alonso Guerrero

2012 Alonso Guerrero

2013 Alonso Guerrero

2014 Alonso Guerrero

2015 Jean Fink

2016 Alonso Guerrero

2017 Alonso Guerrero

2018 Alonso Guerrero

2019 Alonso Guerrero

2020 George Edwards

2021 George Edwards

2022 George Edwards

ASST, DIRECTOR

 Norm Lefmann

Norm Lefmann

Howard Kirkwood

Howard Kirkwood

Tom Stimson

Jim Holt

Jim Ferrier

George Aust

Roy Brookshire

Glenn Ritter

Al Bafford

Curt Potter

Bob Hughes

Dick Dennis

Don Gardner

Ernie Moffatt

Tracy Gage

Tracy Gage

Tracy Gage

Ray Sorenson

Tracy Gage

Tracy Gage

Tracy Gage

Tracy Gage

Tracy Gage

____________

Tracy Gage

Roger Bolton

Paul Porner

Porner/Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

SECRETARY

Betty Kirkwood

Betty Kirkwood

Betty Kirkwood

Betty Kirkwood

Jean Fink

Jean Fink

Ina Brookshire

Jean Fink

Dennis Murray

Dennis Murray
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Dennis Murray

Ken Kaufmann
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Ken Kaufmann
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Ken Kaufmann
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Ken Kaufmann

Mandy Emerson

Jean Fink

Jean Fink

Rosie Garcia

Rosie Garcia

Rosie Garcia

Rosie Garcia

Rosie Garcia

Rosie Garcia

Rosie Garcia

Rosie Garcia

Rosie Garcia

Rosie Garcia

TREASURER

Mike Norton

Ester Imm

Rita Jones

Ester Imm

Steve Michaelson

Sue Robertson

Sue Robertson

Sue Robertson

Sue Robertson

Ernie Moffatt

Ernie Moffatt

Lita Murray

Curt Potter

Curt Potter

Art Label

Art Label

Art Label

Roger Felix

Roger Felix
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Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Roger Felix

Sue Robertson

Sue Robertson

Sue Robertson

Sue Robertson

Sue Robertson

Sue Robertson

Sue Robertson

Sue Robertson

Sue Robertson

Judy Mulé

Judy Mulé

Judy Mulé

Judy Mulé

Judy Mulé

Judy Mulé

Judy Mulé

TOUR DIRECTOR

________________

________________

________________

How-Bett Kirkwood

How-Bett Kirkwood

Helen Holt

Dennis Fink

Dave Johnson

Lita Murray

George Aust

Lita Murray

George Aust

Don Gardner

Don Gardner

Lita Murray

Denise Zappen

Don Gardner

Joe Zappen

George Aust

Joe Zappen

_______________

Robert Jackson

Don Gardner

Victor Bracamontes

Michael McCormack

Bill Zappen 

George Edwards

________________

Mike McNeill

Mike McNeill

Mike McNeill

Steve Knickelbein

Alonso Guerrero

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

Ray Garcia

Ray Garcia

Ray Garcia

Ray Garcia

Ray Garcia

Ray Garcia

Ray Garcia

Ray Garcia

NEWSLETTER

_________________

How-Bett Kirkwood

How-Bett Kirkwood

How-Bett Kirkwood

Jean Fink

Helen Holt/Jean Fink

Helen Holt/Jean Fink

George Aust/Jean Fink

Brookshire/Fink

Glenn Ritter/Fink

Jean Fink

Ken Kaufmann/Fink
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Ken Kaufmann/Fink
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Ken Kaufmann/Fink

Ken Kaufmann/Fink

Ken Kaufmann/Fink

Ken Kaufmann/Fink

Ken Kaufmann/Fink

Ken Kaufmann/Fink

Ken Kaufmann/Fink

Dennis & Jean Fink

Dennis & Jean Fink

Dennis & Jean Fink

Dennis & Jean Fink

Dennis & Jean Fink

Dennis & Jean Fink

Dennis & Jean Fink

Dennis & Jean Fink
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Jean Fink

Jean Fink

Sabrina Karras

FOOTHILL REGION OFFICERS
First meeting was in 1977 and it was held at Jack Wall Chevrolet

Jack Wall Chevrolet became Team Chevrolet and now is a lumber yard.



George & Jeanette Aust (626) 963-7842 austhaus1@gmail.com Glendora
  austhaus2@gmail.com

Al & Karen Bafford (626) 443-6907 __________________ El Monte

Christina Brehove (310) 283-6438 ccr.christieb@gmail.com San Gabriel

Duane & Virginia Conner (626) 824-0480 Duane.conner@yahoo.com Glendora

George T. Edwards (909) 874-0277 gewire@yahoo.com Colton

Roger & Carol Felix (626) 358-5232 rogerfelixsr@gmail.com Monrovia

Jean Fink (626) 963-0202 finkprint@verizon.net Glendora

Ray & Rosie Garcia (626) 333-2086 muchosgarcias@yahoo.com Hacienda Heights

Ray Jr. & Ana Garcia (626) 602-6703 fastfirehawks@aol.com Diamond Bar

James & Sabrina Karras  (714) 633-8210 jimkarras@aol.com Orange
  sabinakarras@aol.com

Steve Knickelbein & Julie (626) 840-0404 nickel1@pacbell.net Pasadena

William & Lotus Louie (323) 222-5092 __________________ Los Angeles

Pat & Deb McGowen (909) 629-2459 mcg23@verizon.net Pomona

Tom Meleo (559) 568-0829 __________________ Lindsay

Judy Mule' (909) 234-3209 judyamarie@hotmail.com Rancho Cucamonga

Chris & Lela Oaks (760) 948-3506 kener999@hotmail.com Phelan

Carmine & Gloria Palazzo (818) 762-6615 palglo@aol.com North Hollywood

David Reader (909) 627-3241 __________________ Chino

Thomas & Jill Shubin (562) 923-1943 __________________ Downey

Don & Carol Troyer (626) 340-8872 dtroyer67@gmail.com Alhambra

Bill Zappen (626) 447-3994 bzappen@aol.com Arcadia

Hazel Zaricor (562) 461-0826 hazelzar@aol.com Downey

2021-2022 FOOTHILL REGION

MEMBERSHIP

Deadline: January 31, 2022
DUES STILL ONLY $15
Checks made payable to: FOOTHILL REGION

It’s that time again.
Dues are due for the year 2022!

Mail check to: Foothill Region
1751 E Route 66 • Glendora, CA 91740

If your name is in BOLD than your dues are paid for 2022.



REMINDER
FOOTHILL
MEETINGCANCELLED

REMINDER
FOOTHILL
MEETINGCANCELLED

SUNDAY           MONDAY           TUESDAY         WEDNESDAY      THURSDAY            FRIDAY           SATURDAY                                                        

SUNDAY           MONDAY          TUESDAY       WEDNESDAY     THURSDAY          FRIDAY           SATURDAY                                                        

MARCH 2022

APRIL 2022

Pat McGowan
Birthday

Chris Oaks
Birthday

Sabrina Karras
Birthday

                               1              2             3             4              5            

6             7              8             9             10            11            12           

13           14            15           16           17            18            19           

20           21            22            23           24           25            26           

27           28            29

       

    30           31

                                                                             1              2            

3              4             5              6             7             8              9

10            11            12           13           14           15            16

17            18            19           20           21           22            23

24            25           26           27            28           29            30

       

Lotus Louie
Birthday

Jim & Sabrina
Karras Anniversary



Name_____________________________________________________________Birthdate________________________

Spouse________________________________Birthdate_____________________Anniversary_____________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________________________State____________ Zip Code ________________

Phone___________________________________________ Email ___________________________________________

Cell (Member)_____________________________________ Cell (Spouse)_____________________________________

_______    ________________________  _________________________    ___  ______________

_______    ________________________  _________________________    ___  ______________

_______    ________________________  _________________________    ___  ______________

_______    ________________________  _________________________    ___  ______________

Paid $_____________Check/Cash

Date Paid _____________________

Region Membership Number ______ Applicant’s Signature

FOR CLUB USE ONLY


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10

